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Amendments to the Claims; 

This fisting of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

L-20. (Cancelled.) 

21. (Cancelled.) 

22. (Currently \mended) fhe process act >rding to el aim 2 1 claim 15 u lerein 
in formula (i) of component (a) AO represents ethylene oxide (CO), propylene oxide (PO) 
and/or butylene oxide (BO), wherein EO, PO and BO can be present i.n any sequence order. 

23. (Previously Presented) The process according to claim 22, wherein AO 
represents ethylene oxide and/or propylene oxide. 

24. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim - - 2 1 ejaim.il- wherein 
tile alkaline agent (component 00) is selected from the group consisting of sodium and 
potassium hydroxides, sodium and potassium ^polyphosphates, ammonium, sodium and 
potassium carbonates and/or hydrogenearbonates and amines. 

23. (Currently Amended) The process according to c i3i»v4k0ainy45, wherein 
the chelating agent (component (c)) is selected from the group consisting of aminocarboxyiic 
acids and salts thereof phosphonic acids and salts thereof, gluconic acid and salts thereof and 
water-soluble acrylic polymers. 

26. ( Previously Presented) The process according to claim 25, wherein the 
chelating agent is selected from the group consisting of immodisuceinie acid (IDS), 
nitnlotri acetic acid (NTA). ethylenediamsne teiraacetie acid (ED f A), N-hydroxyethyl- 
ethylenediamiiie tnacetic acid (MEDIA), diethylenetriamine pentaacetic acid (DTPA), 
glutamic-N,N-diacetie acid (GLDAl aspariie-N.N-diacetie acid (AS DA), rnethylglycine 
diacedc acid (MGDA), hydroxyethy! iminodiacetic acid (ME IDA), trlethyienetetramine 
hexaacetic acid (TIT! A.) and salts there!)!'. 

27 (Currently \ mended) l\ w-vo te*. misn >etefm-5-l i ^ wherein 
the alkanolaroine (component ED) is dicthanoiannne ortriethanoianiine. 
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28. (Currently Amended) The process according to Glaim 2t cjaim 4S , wherein 
the surfactant (component (e)) is a nonionie surfaci if ei ' rom the group onsisiiog oi 
ethoxylated alkylpheools, ethoxylated aliphatic alcohols, ethoxylated amines, ethoxylated 
etheramines, carboxyiic esters, carhoxylic amides, polyoxyalkyleneoxide biock-copolymers 
and al! iated alkyiethc lates-and/or^Mn>k>nk t-tO \ t t . i 

29. (Cancelled.) 

30. (Currently Amended) The process according to el - a i m ■■ 5 % lairo ,45 . wherein 
the hydioti opc is selected from the group consisting of nK>no.mnctionai and poly functional 
alcohols and glycol and glycoletber compounds, and poiyfunetiorati organic alcohols. 

3 !. -32. (Cancelled.) 

33. (Currently Amended) The process according to claim 2 i dams 43, wherein 
the corrosion inhibitor system comorb es consists of 

a) from 0.01 to 15 wt.%of the alkyienoxy-alkyl phosphate di-or triester 

of general formula (I), 

b) from 0.5 to 50 wt.% of the alkaline agent the amount being 
sufficient to achieve a phi of > 7.0 in the global system, 

c) option a lly from 0.01 to 50 wt.% of the chelating agent, 

d) optiona ll y from 0.05 to 10 wt. % ol\tM.alkano1amme'«ad/8^4« i tto 

co rrosion ■ eo ■ ■ inhi - b.ke r , 

e) optionaWydrom 0. 1 to 98 wt, % of the n ionic sutfac untj [ and]] 

f) water for the balance, and 

g) iiomO o t 0 jo %\S J >id the h\ domop.. 

34. -36. (Cancelled.) 
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37. (Currently Amended) The process according to daim-Mcjajro 45. wherein 
the corrosion inhibitor system i s used i n ■ (ho form o i ■ a o r l a tc f ■ u nc ■ s nt -* - ■ » ■ » n ■ -v. n v f^-^tr « 

of 

a) from 0.000 1 to 0.15 wt.% of the aikvlenoxv-alkvl phosphate di- or 
triester of general formula {!). 

h) from 0.005 to 0.50 wt.% of the alkaline agent, the amount being 
sufficient to achieve a pH of ■> 7.0 in the global system, 

e) opt i onally from 0.0001 to 0.50 wt.% of the chelating agent, 

d) optionally from 0.0005 to 0.10 wt.% of the . alkanol am ine-Harndki? 
further c o rro sion co d a h ibuor, 

e) opt i onally from 0.001 to 0.98 wt.% of the nonionie s urfaetantjj 

and I) 

f) water for the balance, and 

g) from 0.0001 to 0.20 wt.% of the hvdrotrope . 

38. -39. (Cancelled) 

40. (Currently Amended) The process according to cte i m-3i ciaim 45 . wherein 
the metal is aluminum, copper, brass, zinc, or bismuth, 

41. -42. (Cancelled.) 
43.-44. (Cancelled;) 

45. (Previously Presented) A process for treating metal surfaces of aluminum 
or colored metals and alloys thereof the process comprising subjecting the metal surfaces to a 
corrosion inhibitor system consisting of 

a.) an aikyleneoxy-alkyl phosphate di- or triester having the general 
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where /. is cither -O-M or -<MAO) B 2 - Alky! 
wherein 

M is an ammonium, alkali metal or alkaline earth, metal cation, 
Alky! independent from each other, is a straight or branched, saturated 



or unsaturated alkyl group having from .5 to 22 carbon atoms or is an alkyiary! group wherein: 
alky! is as defined above and aryi is a monocyclic or bicyciic aromatic group, 



AO represents an aikyiene oxide having from 2 to 4 carbon atoms 



which may be substituted by one or more C-..} alkyl groups, and 



n , n 1 and iv ? independent from each other are an integer of from 2 to 



b) an alkaline agent in an amount sufficient to achieve a pH of > 7.0 in 



the global system; 



c) a chelating agent; 

d) an alkanol amine; 

e) a nonionic surfactant; 

f) water, and 

g) a hydrom>pe: 



at a temperature of from 0 to 80 : C for 10 s to 60 min, 

wherein the aikylcneoxy-alkyi phosphate di- or triester of formula ! is selected such that the 

i or systen reduces 'he corrosion rate of an aluminum surface subjected to the 
corrosion inhibitor system at a temperature of 60°C for 60 mm by a factor of ai feast 300 as 



10; 
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compared to the aluminum surface subjected to the corrosion inhibitor system without the 
selected alkyleneoxy-alkyi phosphate di- or triester of formula i under the same conditions. 

46. (Previously Presented) The process according to claim 45. wherein the 
afkyieueoxy-alkyl phosphate di - or tri ester of formula I is selected such that the corrosion 
inhibitor system reduces the corrosion rate of an aluminum surface subjected to the corrosion 
inhibi tor system at a temperature of 60°C .for 60 min by a factor of at least 1 000 as compared 
to the aluminum surface subjected to the corrosion inhibitor system without the selected 
alkyieneo.xy-afkyi phosphate di- or triester of formula 1 under the same conditions. 

47. (Previously Presented) The process according to claim 45, wherein the 
alkyJeneoxy-alkyl phosphate di- or triester of formula 1 is an eihoxylaied alkyl phosphate 
diester, 

48. (Previously Presented; A process tor treating metal surfaces of aluminum 
or colored metals and alloys thereof the process comprising subjecting the metal surfaces to a 
corrosion inhibitor system comprising 

a) at least one alkyleneoxy-alkyi phosphate di- or triester having the 

genera! formula 

0~{AO)^ 3 *~Alkyl (|) 

where Z is either -O-M or -0-(AO)o 2 - Alky! 
wherein 

M is an ammonium, alkali metal or alkaline earth metal cation, 

\ikyl indepe c i each otho is a straight or branched, saturated 
or unsaturated alkyl group having from 5 to 22 carbon atoms or is an alkylat e! group wherein 
alkyl is as defined above and aryl is a monocyclic orbkyclic aromatic group. 
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AO represents an alkylene oxide having from 2 to 4 carbon atoms 
which may be substituted by one or more Cut alky! groups, and 

ii\ if and n' independent from each oilier are an integer of from 2 to 

10; 

b) at least one alkaline agent in an amount sufficient, to achieve a pH of 
> 7.0 in the global system, 

c) optionally at least one chelating agent, 

d) optionally at least one alkanolamme as an additional corrosion 
inhibiting agent, and/or a further corrosion co-inhibitor. 

e) at least one anionic surfactant, wherein the anionic surfactant is a 

phosphate ester, and 

f) water, 

at a temperature of from 0 to 80°C for 10 sio 60 win, 

wherein the a!k\1eneo.xy-aikyl phosphate di- or triester of formula land the anionic phosphate 
ester surfactant are different compounds:. 

49. (New) A process for treating metal surfaces of aluminum or colored 
metals and alloys thereof, the process comprising subjecting the metal surfaces to a corrosion 
inhibitor system consisting of 

a) an alkyieneoxy-alky! phosphate di- or triester having the general 

formula 

Q-(A0)8 3 — Alfcyi (]) 

where Z is either -O-M or -0-(AO),y' • Alkyi 
wherein 
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M is an am n< e earth metal cation. 

Alky! independent from each other, is a straight or branched, saturated 
1 pruning torn u ^ carbon to is 01 is in k up where t 

alky! is as defined above and ary! is a monocyclic or bicyclic aromatic group, 

AO represents an alkyJene oxide having from 2 to 4 carbon atoms 
which may be substituted by one or more C - : . 3 alky!, groups, and 

ri\ n 2 and tv 5 independent from each other are an integer of from 2 to 

10; 

b) an alkaline agent in an amount sufficient to achieve a pH of > 7.0 in 

the global system; 

c) a chelating agent; 

d) an alkano famine; 

e) a nonionic surfactant; 

f) water; and 

g> a hydrotrope; 
at 8 temperature of from 0 to S0' :, C for 10 s to 60 min. 



